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5 Parsha Highlights for Further Discussion

e Mei HaShiloach (vol. 2, p. 186) this parsha is 91 verses long which is numerically the names of
nnTx and n"n, to show that in this world God cannot be apprehended with just the name n"n.
That is only in the world to come (See Pesachim 50a).

o Pesukim 11:4-6 discuss the need for split hooves. Curiously, when the term for split hooves is
mentioned it is mentioned in both past, present and future tense (o9n/om9/nomon). R’ Frand
explains beautifully, that before declaring someone impure you have to know their whole story.

o« The Rambam places the laws of Kosher, which appear in this week’s parsha, in the book of
Kedusha, showing that holiness is achieved by through self-control and discipline. A secular
correlary to this concept, see Walter Mischel’'s The Marshmallow Test: Mastering Self Control.

o Kili Yakar 11:4 — explains that when the Torah lists a non-kosher animal it lists their kosher signs
before the non-kosher signs — because the fact that it has some kosher features makes the
impurity ever more insidious.

e Ohr HaChaim 11:7 — In the future, pigs will start chewing their cuds and will become permissible.
Maybe that is why it is called a 2'tn, since it will be naiwna Anin?
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The Death of Ahron’s Sons

This week’s parsha recalls the death of Ahron’s sons, Nadav and Avihu. Here we will exmine different aspects of their death

and the aftermath .

1. Why did Ahron’s sons die?
a. See pesukim 10:1-3 which describe the death of Ahron’s Sons and Ahron’s reaction. A plain reading of the
pasuk indicates two contributing factors to their death: (1) "0 WX 'n 197 1211, (2) DNR NIX X7 YUK,
b. The sin is referenced later on in the Torah as well. See Vayikra 16:1, Bamidbar 3:4 and Bamidbar 26:61.
i. The Baal HaTurim understands the Torah’s phrase “Dnx ni¥ X7 TWX” to mean that Nadav and Avihu
did not just lack any prior instruction regarding bringing the ketores, but rather God had explicitly
told them not to bring this offering.
ii. The Medrash Rabbah Vayikra 20:6-10 lists several reasons why they died. Each reason is derived
from the different nuances in the Torah on how the incident is described. Including:

1.

i W

They entered n'19%1 1197 (Cited by Ibn Ezra. See Ramban who disagrees with this approach).
Brought an offering without being commanded (See Ramban)

They paskened Halacha in front of Moshe (See Eiruvin 63a)

They drank wine before entering

They didn’t get married because they thought they were better than all of the girls (See Daas
Zkeinim M’Baalei Tosafos 10:2)

c. Nachshoni consideres that the central issue in the death of Ahron’s sons is encapualted by the words of the
Sifra 1:32, which describe the intent of Nadav and Avihu as follows “nanx 7y nanx q'oin? Imyl1.” Meaning,
Nadav and Avihu sought a relationship with Judaism that was characterized entirely by love, without the
rigidity and responsibility of |'T. See also, Ohr HaChaim the beginning of parshas Achrei Mos who discusses
the role of overwhelming love in the death of Ahron’s sons.

2. Ahron’s reaction

a. The pasuk has the following description of Ahron’s reactions to his son’s death (10:3): nnx 0T1. The word
DT is normally translated as silence, but it denotes something much more active than passive silence for
which the word 7nwi is normally used. See Ksav V’Kabbalah on this verse.

i. See Avos 3:2 where the term DT used in Eicha (3:28) is not even used to describe silence at all, but
rather is the term used to describe someone who studies Torah by themselves. See comments of
Rambam on Pirkei Avos there, as well as the verse in Psalms 37:7 17 72innn1 'n% niT and the comments
of R. Shamshon R. Hirsch on Psalms there). Clearly, the term relates more to introspection rather than
a lack of speech.
3. The death of the righteous
a. Rashi (10:3) explains that Ahron deduced from his son’s death that they were holier than him since he know
God were sanctify his Temple with the lives of those most close to Him.
i. See Talmud Brachos 5a which discusses that those that God loves endure suffering
1. Sefer Halkkarim (4:13) discusses at length the different type of suffering of tzadikim
2. Ramban (Shaar HaGemul. 3) also discusses the joy that tsaddikim feel when they are

challenged, knowing that there reward is being preserved for the world to come.

b. Yalkut Shemoni (760) explains that usually, for people of flesh and blood, the less you know them the more
you are in awe of them. With God, however, the opposite is true. The closer you are to God, the more you are

in awe.
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