FORGIVE US OUR FATHER

PARDON ME
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PARDON ME

Blessing of Forgiveness %o N3

Forgive us our Father because we have sinned. 2T %2 PYY 29 1270 17 NN AIRVN 23 IR N N2Y
Pardon us our King because we have NP2 13120 PAN N DR 3 NEY TAD)
transgressed. Because You pardon and forgive.
Blessed are you Hashem, who forgives
abundantly.

Should I love you as you are?

Based on: Published October 11, 2010 | By Francesca Minerva

pparently parental unconditional love is a quite relevant argument against human

enhancement. The argument goes, more or less, like this “we have to unconditionally love

our children but enhancing them would mean we don’t accept them for what they are”. As
Sandel writes “To appreciate children as gifts is to accept them as they come, not as objects of our
design, or products of our will, or instruments of our
ambition. Parental love is not contingent on the talents and
attributes the child happens to have ... we do not choose our
children”

_ Hinl

< DO YOU THINK UNCONDITIONAL LOVE Do u love me unconditionally
MEANS PARENTS CANNOT TEACH YOU
OR ENCOURAGE YOU TO GROW?

Such a claim raises interesting questions. First of all, do
parents really love their children unconditionally? And if so,
is that a good thing in a moral perspective? And if it is good,
are we sure it is better than “conditional” love?

Do parents love their children unconditionally? To love
unconditionally can mean at least two things: (a) to love in a
priori way: someone is loved for the sake of being herself,
and in despite of anything, good or bad, she will do or she is
(b) to forgive any mistake the person would possibly make. | might not like wht u did but will always

love u
[ wonder if parents love their children for what they are
under any condition or if they instead try to influence their
offspring so that they have good reasons for loving them
(even more). For instance parents try to shape their children teaching certain values, rules, idea,
reading them certain books instead of others, pushing them to practice a sport or another, choosing
a school, clothes, food and friends. Education is a strong attempt to shape, modify and influence a
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child, but even if we can discuss goals and means, we all would agree that education is a good thing
and an essential parental duty.

Do parents who educate their children love them less than the ones who don’t educate
them? I would say no, and even more, I would say that parents who put a lot of effort in the
education of their kids show to care about them much more than parents who don’t put that effort.
One could object that anyway parents love their children even if all their attempts to educate them,
fail. Even if we suppose that parents, in general, feel unconditional love for their kids, is that feeling
something as a contract one cannot rescind? [ mean, couldn’t that be that if our child does
something bad, or even horrible, like killing other innocent human beings, we stop loving her?
(
DEPENDS
your child who stole your money to buy drugs? But
you probably would not forgive your cousin.

[t is not clear what would be morally good and praiseworthy @
to have a kind of love that is so “blind” and unconditioned
that doesn’t stop even when the other person behaves like a s Z

“monster”. We might agree that this kind of love is the
strongest or the deepest but should we say it is also the
most moral?

So maybe unconditional love is more about forgiving, since,
as a parent, one is more keen on forgiving (and therefore on ‘J—

keeping loving) her children instead of other people. Or you

are more keen on forgiving your child even if he is selfish, SE‘:-TJIZU' N
lazy, arrogant and annoying but you would not accept these UNConDTIONAL
behaviors in other people. Or you would even forgive LoVE?

Dol AV

2N anT A

If I think that killing people is a bad thing, well, it is a bad thing even if it is my child's favorite
hobby. If I think that being selfish and arrogant is bad, then there is nothing (morally) intrinsically
good in loving my selfish and arrogant child. If  think that smart people are more interesting than
stupid ones, then [ have a reason to believe that [ would prefer my daughter to be smart instead of
stupid.

< ISAPARENT’S UNCONDITIONAL LOVE AND FORGIVENESS
POSSIBLE?

« DO YOU THINK WE SHOULD HAVE THEIR UNCONDITIONAL

LOVE?
Rambam Hilchos Teshuva Chapter 1 R P79 MWD Ma%N n”am
When a person does teshuva and returns from JRN 197 MTINNY 27N IROVAN VN NNIVN NVYVI

NRITINM 1 IVP? 23 NVR IR WIR INRIY RIN N2

his sin, he must confess before Hashem, this is a
nYY MXN AT N7 ,0°92T NN NTIVY TWUR DNRLVN

positive commandment.

« WHY DO YOU THINK IT IS IMPORTANT TO SAY ALOUD WHAT
YOU DID WRONG?
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BROKEN DOWN

Type of forgiveness onn noo
Type of Relationship 195N WIAR
Type of sin ywa RLUN

Malbim - Hacarmel

51950 -0™a5n

The difference between negligence, sin, and
iniquity is that negligence is expressed by
rebellion who threw off the yoke of his master
and he acts purposefully, and it is worse than sin
and iniquity, for they are both somewhat forced,
the sinner sins because of his desires and his
yezter hara, and one who errs because of some
error in his mind, and he goes astray and
confused after heretical ideas, but one who is
negligent his mind is whole and he knows he is
sinning, and desire is not forcing him to sin,
rather he is throwing off the yoke of heaven and
he goes freely following his heart's desire in
rebellion, and this is the order of the confession
according to the sages namely I sinned, |
committed an iniquity, and I was negligent,
whether it was something light or something
severe.

TINN PINN PYYWAY ,RIN NP RON P2 PYYA 2 57200
9173 RINY , VA1 DRWII PITI AWIVY MITTIR 91 p1Iaw
RVINA NP DONIR DN DIVY 1YY RONN NV

9391 19590 NIYON TN NNIYNN I IRDD PO
9aR ,MINNI IR AINNA 77932 AN IN INPIM
INDIRN RY D) ,1772Y RNY YT DHW 1999 YywIan
129 MYV YVAN THIM DY PG P NYY 9% MRNN
,0IM3 1295100 295 NN ITO 1 Oy Y, TINN T HY
LN 9K HPN N NYYE MNY MRVN

% WHY DO YOU THINK WE ASK GOD AS OUR FATHER TO
FORGIVE SIN AND AS A KING TO FORGIVE NEGLIGENCE?

Rav Hirsch Commentary

2 19 DHYNN YN VN

The word n%0 to forgive is related to the word
7% which means to jump or overlook.

Ny TNYY oTPNNY NN1 L,NSwI nYxY 217p - Yo,
YN T YY MINTPNNN 221N RHW ;210

% WE ASK GOD TO FORGIVE AND OVERLOOK SINS OF PASSION

OR ERROR.

OUR FATHER OUR KING

Abudraham

NIYVY NINY DNITIAR

Forgiveness and sin are juxtaposed to Hashem
being called a Father, and pardon and rebellious
sin are juxtaposed to Hashem being called a
King, because all willful sins that a son does, the

55w 791 75N YW 15NN AR RVM INYYD TND
P DYPN NIV ARN M85 MMIT 20 NVIYY MNTT
MNIT 1910 795 .Yvwan Y1 ROLNY 113 DNYDY V1Yl
PYWAY 195 1IPVWA 1319 MY W2 1991 MINTII DYN MDY
RONN Y17
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father views as unintentional, and therefore He
can easily forgive them, but in front of a King
even unintentional sins appear intentional, and
therefore we say that we have been rebellious,
for rebellion is worse than a regular sin.

s WHICH RELATIONSHIP DO YOU RELATE TO

MORE- GOD AS A KING OR AS A FATHER?

RELATE TO YOU AS?

*  WHICH ONE WOULD YOU PREFER GOD TO

TURNING THINGS AROUND

Talmud Bavli: Yoma 86b

2 TINY 19 47 RNY NOON *Haa Invhn

Reish Lakish said: such is the power of teshuva
that purposeful sins are mitigated and reduced
to a level of inadvertent acts.

Reish Lakish said further: Such is the power of
Teshuva that you can even turn your purposeful
sins into merits

19 MIVYI NINTIY ,N2IVN I9ITI 1 WPH WM IR
MNTIY N2IVN N9 :WPY WM INRM ...NMIWYI
nat Y Mo

Rav Tzadok Hakohen

19N PYIN Y

King David did a complete repentance to act as a
total rectification, and this is the trait of kingship
which Yehuda merited that he overpowered his
brothers by conquering his yetzer hara by
admitting to what he did after the sin with
Tamar.

This is considered more important than when
Yosef conquered his yetzer hara, for he

9aR" :5"1 1oNN TIT HW IRVN NR PITX 3 IRIND — P92
1PNY 1NN NWN YW MY DPN NTY Ponn T
AR 722 TOR NTIA? NTY MIYNRN DTN IND IS
AN 2WN3 AT ,RONA INR MITIAY I8N NWwada

7719 9011 593 RVN RHY2 WAV GOIT AN NWIAIN
RIPIT ATINY 12 PRY 1IN ,N"ApN SV 1PV TNR MR
qT) NVID NIDNA IINRY NI ,A"aPN YV INW HY 1)
nRMA — 9373 MITY AWM IRVN PIPY NIT RN I ("
,7TN YIT) MIT PRT .AVYN NNIRAD R 7YYN YV 1IN
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conquered his yetzer hara without actually 2107 79N VXY YIN DI AV AT INY AN AN
sinning, ... This is the greatest kind of power, TIRN
that the evil itself turns into something very
good....

% OBTAINING COMPLETE FORGIVENESS
FROM GOD CAN TURN EVIL INTO GOOD.

% HAVE YOU EVER SEEN THIS PHENOMENON
IN HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS?

FORGIVE AND PARDON, PARDON AND FORGIVE

Netiv Bina Commentary on Siddur 7 2'm

We say forgive us one time and then we say TP VIR PIDNY DYAV DIMIR Y NY YY"
Pardon us the second time. At the end of the 2 79807 DMK 12720 O 7 N3 YT NI DY)

_ 2 7 OnR NYI0Y HNMn
bracha, the opposite “For you pardon and 7127 TYRNA XNNYPHNIIN YW NIDNN DR DY YY)

forgive” Why? onn 910191 YNNY NYO D TPN AYNN MM : TTIN RIN
Because at the beginning we start by asking for 59 WPIY IR NYAN RN NI 2ANY NNT ,NYIDY YN
the simpler and easier, pardoning is greater than | 12720 9102 %2R ...AMY50N N 1Y NN ,N2NN HpN
forgiveness. But at the end we are praising God U0 DAV PRYTRN... DAY RINY
and there we bring the bigger praise first.

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

¢ Like our parents, God loves us and wants us to be close to Him. He will forgive us for almost
anything with proper apology and teshuva.

+ Each day we take the opportunity to apologize for offenses we do as we relate to Him both
as a King and as a Father.

« We ask Him to overlook any mistakes and errors we have made, and treat us like a parent
with unconditional love.

+ We also ask Him to treat us like a merciful King, who pardons His subjects rebellious
behavior.

+» The uniqueness of the relationship we have with God is that we have the ability with real
regret to turn the negative into positive.
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