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And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: When o1 Awn AbYw Aywa M? 12 YU 37 IR
Moses ascended on High to receive the Torah, W37 X7 T2 WITPA 7105 NAwi 2aRDM 1R
the ministering angels said before the Holy

One, Blessed be He: Master of the Universe, 93P 1% nR W2 wr T9°% an oy bw

what is one born of a woman doing here among  ywn 15 Araaw MR ATIAN 1IES MR K2 77N
us? God said to them: He came to receive the

Torah. The angels said before Him: The Torah is a 09 R721W OTP MMT YN DIV MIRD
hidden treasure that was concealed by you 974 1199710 %9 WUR g0 07 Wwab Sinvy wpan Ny
generations before the creation of the world,

and you seek to give it to flesh and blood? 22 9w TIX A0 PITR 7 WTPEN *D 0K I
“What is man that You are mindful of him and

the son of man that You think of him?” (Psalms .

8:5). Rather, “God our Lord, how glorious is Your i 2y TTiT a0 AWK PR
name in all the earth that Your majesty is placed 71210n 117 11 Awn® ®31 7172 TP 12 MR
above the heavens” (Psalms 8:2). The rightful XA IR RT°NH 09 5w 1137 1Ieb Inx

place of God’s majesty, the Torah, is in the heavens.
7725 XDD2 TINR 12 X 0 E3Aw D2am2 19w’

The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to Moses: TWID ROD 1D MM MRIW 72wN 72 MM

Provide them with an answer as to why the Torah . 5 b

should be given to the people. Moses said before IR TY WPBY 700N N1 *27 0K 1Y 1Oy

Iiim:bMaster of @hﬁr llinigerseill i;mhafraid lesht 7N 02 Sw a1 17395 R 1vhY 11y nrow
i they burn me with the breath of their mouths. ,

S | Goc%, said to him: Grasp My throne of glory for WX AR 23R 713 23 A0 7P 103 ANRY

strength and protection, and provide them with ONTY 0°XN5 179 MR 0% PIRD TNRR

an answer. And from where is this derived? As it M MW 095 RAN AR5 TN oNTAYNYT AYIED

is stated: “He causes him to grasp the front of

the throne, and spreads His cloud over it” (Job ~ BNX 0°147 1°2 D°NR oo ioR '[’7 e RS 12 20N

26:9), and Rabbi Nahum said: This verse teaches PIRYY P

that God spread the radiance of His presence

and His cloud over Moses.




Moses said before Him: Master of the Universe, N1 0% NX M1 712 203 7w 2w 022123 Ny
the Torahtha You are giving me, what s writen pyas oty a0 2019 S 33 TP
Who brought you out of Egypt from the house 2 W INm) XWwn Rwn X? 72 20N 71 2w mMaw
of bondage” (EXOdUS 20:2). Moses said to the IR -mx Xy -[s:m NR T35 772 2°N9 0 1w 097
angels: Did you descend to Egypt? Were you . 5 , b o
enslaved to Pharaoh? Why should the Torah be RIN K2 0XIN K2 72 2°N3 7 2@ 032 ¥° ORY
yours? Again Moses asked: What else is written T°n 0212 W0 ¥ ¥ 012 W0 IRIP 21AN0 )
in it? God said to him: “You shall have no other

gods before Me” (Exodus 20:3). Moses said to the AR APIIR 7 ANRIY KT TN WWPFIL(' 211
angels: Do you dwell among the nations who R Dnwn By T 730 1KY 1A v IR
worship idols? Again Moses asked: What else is 213
written in it? “Remember the Shabbat day to

sanctify it” (Exodus 20:8). Moses asked the angels:

Do you perform labor that you require rest from 53745 qom 379 15 AWy TR TR 53 0
it? Again Moses asked: What else is written in it?
“Do not take the name of the Lord your God in 0TX MIND ANPY *2w maw o by MmN

vain” (Exodus 20:7), meaning that it is prohibited RS AR NI AP 0IR TIRPY 10wa
to swear falsely. Moses asked the angels: Do you

conduct business with one another that may lead 2y 7921 NWPR DR A7 TERIY 127 10 o8
you to swear falsely? Again Moses asked: What SR N 01 P2 0NN 1P TRy IR OYn
else is written in it? “Honor your father and your

mother” (Exodus 20:12). Mog’es asked the angsells: YT M 7 MRT W
Do you have a father or a mother? Again Moses
asked: What else is written in it? God said to him:
“You shall not murder, you shall not commit
adultery, you shall not steal” (Exodus 20:13)
Moses asked the angels: Is there jealousy among
you, or is there an evil inclination within you?
Immediately they agreed with the Holy One,
Blessed be He, that He made the right decision to
give the Torah to the people, and as it is stated:
“God our Lord, how glorious is Your name in

all the earth” (Psalms 8:10), while “that Your
majesty is placed above the heavens” is not
written because the angels agreed with God that
it is appropriate to give the Torah to the people on
earth.

Immediately, each and every one of the angels
became an admirer of Moses and passed
something to him, as it is stated: “You ascended
on high, you took a captive, you took gifts on
account of man, and even among the rebellious
also that the Lord God might dwell there” (Psalms
68:19). The meaning of the verse is: In reward
for the fact that they called you man, you are

not an angel and the Torah is applicable to you,
you took gifts from the angels. And even the
Angel of Death gave him something, as Moses
told Aaron how to stop the plague, as it is stated:
“And he placed the incense, and he atoned for
the people” (Numbers 17:12). And the verse says:
“And he stood between the dead and the living,
and the plague was stopped” (Numbers 17:13). If
it were not that the Angel of Death told him this
remedy, would he have known it?




