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LEAH- DIGNIFIED PERSONIFIED

INITIAL DESCRIPTIONS

Bereishis Parshat Vayetzai chapter 29
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16) And Lavan had 2 daughters, the name of
the elder was Lead and the name of the
younger was Rachel.

17) And the eyes of Leah were tender and
Rachel was of beautiful appearance and
beautiful form.

18) And Yaakov loved Rachel and he said: |
will work for seven years for Rachel your
younger daughter.
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23) And it was in the evening and he took
Leah his daughter and he brought her to him
and he lay with her.

25) And it was in the morning and behold it
was Leah. And he said to Lavan: What is this
you have done to me? Did I not work for
Rachel for you, why did you trick me?
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s WHAT ARE YOUR INITIAL IMPRESSIONS OF

LEAH?

% WHAT ELSE DO YOU KNOW ABOUT LEAH?

Talmud Bavli: Bava Basra123a
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The condition of Leah’s eyes was no disgrace
to her but as a credit, for at the crossroads
she heard people saying “Rivka has 2 sons
and Lavan has 2 daughters. The elder son
should marry the elder daughter and the
younger to the younger.

Leah sat at the crossroads and asked “How
does the elder conduct himself?”

She was told: “He is a wicked man, a highway
robber.”

“And how does the younger conduct
himself?”

“A quiet man dwelling in tents”

And she wept until her eyelashes dropped.”

SRNY RIN NI RYIY, VAN NI DWYY: IR 1Y

D977 NYWIA YY NYNMY NPNWY, 1Y RIN N2V R
, 17279 1Y Y 0N NY: DINIR PIY DIR 12
, TOPY MV NITAY NHIT, 125919 v Na nw
N 917 NYRYNIDIIIT NYIA HY NavY ndM
YN NN 0P, NI DVOYN RIN YT VIR? PYYN
W TY 1912 NN, DYYMNIR AV DN WIR? PY

Y ODM Y

A Woman'’s Power

Page 1



javascript:fireNetisLink(%22ID:0500400037100000000101230001%22)
javascript:fireNetisLink(%22ID:0500400037100000000101230001%22)
javascript:fireNetisLink(%22ID:0500400037100000000101230001%22)

Bereishis Raba: Parshat Vayetzai 71
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Rav Huna said: Strong is prayer that it
annulled the decree (her natural destiny) not
only that, she married him before her sister.
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% WHAT CAN BE SAID OF LEAH’S CHARACTER FROM THE

ABOVE SOURCES?

STANDING UP FOR HERSELF

We almost always think about Rachel when we learn about this story, how amazing her
sacrifice was... but what was Leah thinking? How did she justify her part in the deception?

Bereishis: Chapter 29
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25) And in the morning and behold it was
Leah and he said to Lavan, what is this you
have done to me, was it not Rachel that |
worked for you for 7 years, why did you
deceive me?
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Bereishis Rabbah
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Throughout the night he called her Rachel
and she responded. In the morning, behold it
was Leah! “Deceiver, daughter of a
deceiver!” He said. “all night I called you
Rachel and you responded!” She said to him
“Is there a teacher without disciples? Did
your father not call you Eisav and did you
not respond?”
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s WHAT DO YOU THINK OF LEAH’S
RESPONSE TO YAAKOV?

% HOW DOES LEAH JUSTIFY HER PART?
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LEAH’S DEEPEST WISH

Bereishit Parshat Vayetzai 29
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31) And God saw that Leah was hated and he
opened her womb and Rachel was barren.
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Radak’s Commentary

0D P9 RN NYIS NYYRIL P19

And God saw that Leah was hated:

Yaakov did not hate Leah, of course he loved
her but because he loved Rachel more than
Leah, the texts calls Leah hated.

And He opened her womb:

To teach you that she was barren and God
opened her womb. Rachel remained barren
as she was.
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% WHY WAS LEAH GRANTED CHILDREN?
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Rabbi Yitzchak said: Rachel was the mainstay
of the home therefore Rachel was barren.
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Bereishit Raba Parshat Vayetzai 72
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Leah was “barren of the house” she gave birth
to seven.
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It is clear from these midrashin that Hashem held something back from both Rachel and Leah,
each had to pray for that which they desired most in the world. We can see this from Leah’s

teffilos AFTER she has each child.

FOCUSED PRAYER

Bereishit Parshat Vayeitzai Chapter 30
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32)And Leah conceived and she bore a son
and she called his name Reuven because she
said “God has seen my affliction and now my
husband will love me”

33) And she conceived again, and she bore
as son and she said “Because God has
listened to me, that I am hated, and he gave
me also this one” And she called his name
Shimon.

34) And she conceived again and she bore a
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son and she said “This time my husband will
become attached to me” Therefore he called
his name Levi

35) And she conceived again and she bore a
son and she said “This time I will thank God”
Therefore she called his name Yehuda. And
she stopped bearing children.
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% LOOKING AT THE TEXT, WHAT IS LEAH’S PRIMARY

FOCUS?

Rabbi Samson Rafael Hirsch’s Commentary

presented

3 > pave sons show that,
32-35 The names she gave to her sc : :
to her husband, his attitude toward her became more and

i *akov’s prefere chel
more loving. First: mya k1. Previously, Ya'akov's preference for Rach

with each new son that she

was visible and apparent to all. That changed with the birth of 1%
But to Leah's car, the preference was still audible, From the tone of
Ya'akov's voice, Leah sensed that she had not vet won the full measure
of his love. Hence, she named her second son “pynw.”

With the birth of her third son, however, she felt that the imbalance
had been entirely erased. She expressed her full confidence that her
relationship with her husband would now be pure and true: “ox m»
x. Indeed, mY or mba denotes a close association of two people, where
cach one regards himsell as the mY, the debtor, of the other, and feels
that he owes his happiness to the other. Accordingly, not Leah but
Ya'akov "% wmw x72. It would have been presumptuous on her part, had
she given the name. Coming from his mouth, however, it was the sweet
est acknowledgment

Hence, when the fourth son was born, she no longer regarded her
wewborn as a means of attaining a greater measure of her husband’s
ove. for that was already entirely hers. Now she could simply rejoie
»n. and as a delighted mother she proclaimed: “This time | can
3 “She therefore named him Yehudah.”
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s WHAT IS LEAH’S DEEPEST DESIRE?

% HOW DID SHE SHOW THIS IN HOW SHE NAMED HER
CHILDREN?

YOUR HUSBAND? MY HUSBAND!

Bereishit Parshat Vayetzai Chapter 30
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14) And Reuven went in the days of the
wheat harvest and he found Dudaim in the
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field and he brought them to his mother
Leah. And Rachel said to Leah, “Please give
me the Dudaim of your son”

15) And she said to her “is it not enough that
you took my husband that you must also
take the Dudaim of my son?” And Rachel
said “Therefore he shall lie with you tonight
in exchange for the Dudaim of your son”
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WHAT CHARACTERISTCS DOES
LEAH SHOW IN THIS PASSAGE?

DOES HER REPLY TO RACHEL
SHOCK YOU? WHY?

KINDNESS IN JUDGMENT

Bereishit Parshat Vayetzai chapter 30
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And after that, she bore a daughter and she
called her name Dinah
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Rashi’s Commentary
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Dinah

Our rabbis explain that Leah judged herself
that if this was a male child, Rachel her sister
would not even be equal to the maid
servants. So she davened and the fetus
changed to a female.
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s WHAT DOES THIS PRAYER SHOW US ABOUT LEAH’S

PERSONALITY?

DIGNITY AND POWER OF CONVICTION

Adapted from: Visiton and Leadership- Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik

The covenantal community that God established with Abraham displayed two characteristic
moral streaks, two tendencies which prima facie are contradictory and mutually exclusive.
First, the covenantal community does not shrink from power. We have never endorsed the
Christian claim that the meek shall inherit the earth. Throughout the Bible people have
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fought for power, strength and independence. Without power, one cannot be majestic and
dignified. Majesty and dignity are not sinful, they are moral virtues.

The dignity of man expresses itself through his ability to take a stand, and to defend
whatever God has given him, to defy opponents if their opposition is wrong.

However, the covenantal community displays another trait as well; sacrificial action, the
ability to give away and renounce basic inalienable rights for the sake of a great vision or
ideal or for the benefit of another human being or community.

This dialect, this thesis and antithesis, revolves about the two middot of the Holy One;
Chessed and Gevura; Kindness and Strength or expansion and contraction. Sometimes the
Almighty reveals Himself through the medium of gevrah and sometimes through chessed.
Leah and Rachel were not merely people. Leah is the personification of middat
hagevura, of dignity and majesty. The name Leah itself means to work hard, to be
tired, God wanted her to fight for her elementary rights. Leah represents self
assertion and constructive work. She represents the strength of Jewish character
and the unshakeable will of the Jew throughout the millennia. It is because of this
persistence, stubbornness and tenacity that we remain a living people after 3500 years of
persecution and massacre.

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

0/

« Leah is someone who knows how to use prayer to get what she wants.

+ She is someone who embodies majesty and dignity.
+ She is someone who speaks her mind and stands up for herself.

+ She is someone who learns how to embody other character traits including
selflessness.
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