A JEW WALKS INTO A BAR:

JEWISH IDENTITY

IN NOT SUCH JEWISH PLACES
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ENGAGING THE TEXT Sinning in Disquise

Like people of all faiths, Jews sometimes do things or go to places they are not supposed to. This session is
not about defining what types of places a Jew should not go to. Rather, this session discusses how a Jew
should consider their Jewish identity, both inwardly and outwardly, when entering such places.
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Talmud Kiddushin 40a

The Gemara discusses the gravity of public sin: R Ilai the Elder said: If a person
sees that his evil inclination is overwhelming him, he should go to a place where
they do not recognize him, and clothe himself in black and cover himself in black,
and he should do as his heart desires; and he should not desecrate the Name of
Heaven openly.

» Does this passage assume that there are sins that are

uestions beyond one’s control to overcome?
to Consider

» What would you recommend for someone who is
struggling to overcome a desire?

ENGAGING THE TEXT Two Approaches to Talmud Kiddushin 40a
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Approach #1: Tosafos Kiddushin 40a

The Talmud stated that when the evil inclination is overwhelming you, you should
dress in black and do as your heart desires...

Rabbeinu Chananel explains: The Talmud does not, God forbid, permit a person to
commit sins in this circumstance. Rather, the Talmud means that when a person is
overwhelmed by desire, the act of walking to the edge of town while wearing black
clothes will diminish the person’s corrupt desires and prevent them from sin.
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Approach #2: Tosafos Chagigah 16a

The Talmud stated that when the evil inclination is overwhelming you, you should
dress in black and do as your heart desires...

Such a person can do completely what his heart desires, since it is preferable for a
person to commit sins in private rather than publicly.

This is meant to exclude the approach of Rabbeinu Chananel (see above)... since
the Talmudic text does not seem to corroborate with his approach.

» What is the disagreement between these two Tosafists?

» Do you think the process of approaching sin - like the

i Talmud’s example of wearing black clothes and going to
uestions haed ; o S g
o Car el t' e7e ge of town — would work in helping someone avoi

sin?

> Issin everinevitable? If so, what steps can be taken in
those situations to minimize the spiritual damage?
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Desecrating God's Name in Secret
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Rabbi Yochanan ben Beroka said: Whoever desecrates the Name of Heaven in
secret, they will exact punishment from him in public; unintentional or intentional,
both are alike regarding desecration of the Name.

ADVANCED STUDY

What Constitutes A Desecration Of God’s Name?

Yachin U'Boaz, ibid.
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» Why is desecration of God’s Name so unique?

» How can God’s Name be desecrating when no one is there
to witness what was done?
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ENGAGING THE TEXT What's Your Intention?
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Responsa of Rav Moshe Feinstein
Iggros Moshe 0.C. Vol. 2 #95

Rav Moshe Feinstein was once asked whether
it is permitted to go to the theater or to the
movies. And if someone does go to the theater,
should he remove his yarmulke?

Rav Moshe’s answer: Regarding entering the theater or movies - it is forbidden.
And why should he be permitted to remove his yarmulka when he enters? If he
walks around bareheaded, that will just add one more sin to his sins.

If this question is asking about someone whose evil inclination has overwhelmed
him, and he cannot be convinced to refrain from entering, perhaps it is preferable
that he remove his yarmulke so that he will not desecrate the name of God - be-
cause if he does not wear his yarmulke in the theater, no one will know that he is an
observant Jew. Removing his yarmulka is a good idea, but only if he does it with the
right intentions (i.e. he wishes to prevent a desecration of God’s Name).

That said, it is hard to imagine that someone who is being overpowered by his evil
inclination will be able to have the proper intentions when removing his yarmulke.
Most likely, his intention when removing his yarmulke will be to disgrace yet an-
other aspect of religion (i.e. the yarmulke), and by walking around bareheaded, he
will be performing yet another sinful act. Therefore, one is not permitted to remove
his yarmulke if he enters the theater.
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