CHABURA COMPANION #2: AFTERMATH OF CHET HAEGEL AND
RECONCILIATION

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29TH

e Story begins Shemos Ch. 33:1-11 which discusses Moshe’s newfound leadership role and spiritual
level.

e Shemos 33:12-23; discusses Moshe’s conversation with God about the future of the Jewish people
and the existence of evil in the world.

e Shemos 34:1-10; discusses the second set of luchos and Moshe’s invocation of the o°»n17 m1T 2™

e Shemos 34:11-26-Brief tangent of some commandments after Hashem makes a new bris with the
Jewish people.

e Shemos 34:27-35 (end of chapter)-Returns to the description of the second set of luchos and

described Moshe’s lofty level when he returns to the Jewish people.

KEY RASHIS
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e What's Bothering Rashi?

o Why does the pasuk refer to those who would visit Moshe in his tent as those who would
“seek Hashem.” They were going to Moshe not Hashem?!
e Further Study
o Although Moshe secluded himself in the ohel moed to learn with Hashem, later in pasuk 11 it
states that Moshe would return to the camp to teach the people. R’ Yochanan Luria
(meforshai Rashi) writes as follows to explain this phenomenon:
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= This is an important lesson regarding reaching out to those who have disappointed
us. Even if we have warrant to be angry, effort still needs to be placed for naapn 1.
o See Ramban argues with Rashi regarding when Moshe secluded himself in the Ohel Moed.
e Further Discussion
o Why is cultivating a relationship with someone more experienced considered like one who is

in the presence of God?
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e What's Bothering Rashi?

o  What was Moshe requesting from Hashem?

e Further Study

o VERY important Gemorah in Brachos 7a (which Rashi alludes to) regarding what Moshe was
requesting. Gemorah explains that Moshe wanted to know why good things happen to bad

people and why bad things happen to good people:
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* It'sadispute in the Gemorah whether Hashem actually answered Moshe’s question.

But it is very significant that the question was asked.

*  Many achronim explain that Hashem’s statement 1 X7 >191 *1% nNX °n°X7 was a
response to Moshe’s question about the existence of evil. Hashem was explaining
that suffering and frustration can never be understood as it is happening (15 ) but
with an adequate amount of time, in retrospect (>n&n), we can begin to understand
why life has so many difficulties. Sometimes it takes a few months. Sometimes a
few years. Sometimes many centuries, but only when we look back at history can
we begin to understand why certain events needed to unfold (See Introduction to
Responsa Kol Aryeh and Resesei Laylya #52)

e Further Discussion
o NOTE: This is a very sensitive subject and could easily become the entire focus of the chaburah.
BUT, try to avoid that. Focus on the story and why this question would appear here rather than
figuring out all the approaches to good things happening to bad people.

= Remind the kids that during chugim there will be an entire chug on bad things

happening to good people. Now is not the time to reconcile this theological question.
o Why now would Moshe be compelled to ask about theodicy (fancy word meaning inquiry into

God’ role in the existence of evil)?
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e What's Bothering Rashi?
o What did Moshe see? Clearly this must be a metaphor since God has no body. So what was

Moshe being shown?
e Further Discussion
o R.Tzadok in Pokeid Akraim has a beautiful idea regarding the significance of the teffilin
straps shown to Moshe:
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e Further Discussion
o Might be a nice time discuss briefly the importance of teffilin (for those giving Chaburas to

boys).
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e What'’s Bothering Rashi?
o  Why was Moshe commanded to carve the second set of luchos on his own as opposed to the

first set which were made by Hashem (see earlier 32:16)?
e  Further Study
o Man’srole in the development of Torah:
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o Famous story in Bava Metziah 59b about the dispute between R. Elazar and R. Yehoshua.
Even though R. Elazar hear a voice from heaven saying he was correct, R. Yehoshua didn’t
pay attention to it because “The Torah is not in heaven” (Devarim ch. 30)
o Seeintroduction of R. Moshe Feinstein to Iggros Moshe. He explains the Gemorah in
Menachos 29b that the letters in the torah have crowns (called tagin) because the words of
Torah themselves have authority like a king. Authorial intent doesn’t matter. We are not
necessarily trying to figure out what Hashem meant, but rather we are taking Hashem’s

torah and interpreting and applying it to confront modern day problems. Though we cannot



distort the authority of the words, it is our responsibility to interpret and constantly apply

the words in each generation.

Further Discussion
o Discuss with your chaburah what is man’s role in the creation of Torah? Moshe carved the

luchos himself must imply that we have a role in the formation of Torah.
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What's Bothering Rashi?

o  Why is the name of Hashem repeated twice?

Further Study
o Many Rishonim ask, why is rachamim needed before a person sins as well?
= Even though Hashem knows a person will sin, he still treats him with mercy
(Maharick citing Gaonim)
=  Even though some sins (such as idolatry) one is punished for them even based on

thought alone so mercy is needed even before the actual action (Rivah)

Further Discussion
o How does teshuva allow one to restore the exact same relationship one had before sinning?

Would this work in a relationship one had with a friend?
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What's Bothering Rashi?
o Hashem’s command to write down “these words” seem to imply that there are other words

that should not be written down.

Further Discussion

o There is a very important gemorah in Gittin 60b that discusses this pasuk:
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= The split between Oral law and Written law is crucial to Judaism. Though we now allow

the writing of the Oral law (See Temurah 14b) the significance of the differences between

leaning through oral communication and text is still one worth considering.
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e What's Bothering Rashi?
o  Why were the people suddenly afraid to approach Moshe?

e Further Study
o Moshe’s description at the end of the perek was an inspiration for a world famous sculpture

by Michelangelo. How did he misunderstand the verses...

= The pesukim refer to the karnei Moshe. In some contexts the word keren means a
horn. As you can see, Michelangelo understood keren to be literal. Many Jewish and
Christian scholars have pointed out that Michelangelo clearly misunderstood the
text. The word keren in this case mean his face was radiant with light. Keren in this
is used to convey certain imagery. Moral of the story: Before you make a biblical
sculpture-learn through the pesukim carefully. Preferably on Yarchei Kallah.
e Further Discussion
o How does disappointment and failure effect the way we relate to people? Is thata good or

bad?

COMPELLING QUESTIONS

e What was the difference between the first and second set of luchos?

e What is the connection between the teshuva of the Jewish people and the Torah'’s
elaboration on the significance of the oral law (34:37)?

e The pesukim spend a lot of time discussing the transformation of Moshe. He is the
one who DID NOT sin. Why and how did he transform



