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Selected Pieces from the Ramban’s Commentary on the Torah
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5 Parsha Highlights for Further Discussion

1. The Lonely Man of Faith by Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveitchik - The entire book
is anchored on his very creative approach to reconciling to the different
stories of the creation of man. A must read!

2. Let Us Make Man by Rabbi Abraham Twerski - Rabbi Dr. Twerski has said
that although he’s written dozens of books they are all based on this one.
Based on the verse in Bereishis 1:26, this is a fantastic book about self-
esteem.

3. "N99DD NN” 1:2 019PIN: That which makes man a unique being is the
faculty of speech.

4. 0:2 N'WKRI2 IP' IO - Adam and Chava ignored the Eitz HaChaim and ate
from the Eitz Hadas because the former had external superficial beauty,
while the Eitz HaChaim was plain and simple.

5. IDW NIN N'N WD1 D2 INIDO: Names are more than labels, they describe
the essence.

Foundations

T92Y YT
Free-Will and Divine Foreknowledge

The Rambam (Hil. Teshuva 5:1) begins his discussion on free will by citing the verse in the Parsha (3:22) that he understands
to mean that man is the only being that has free will. The following is an outline of the main issues related to man’s free and
its interaction with Divine foreknowledge.

1. The Importance of Free-Will in our time
a. 'an NIX 0QndI nNAR 7Nyt Tno-Nowadays there is a great tendency to deny free will.
b. Seealso'n j?"0 xn 'ny 2"n W w21 who echoes the thoughts of his Rebbe, Rav Hutner.
2. Primary sources in 7"'1n:
a. See10:a NIAX MYN - NN NIYWINII9Y 750 and comments of Tosafos Yom Tov there.
b. A7 nDN2 'Na- DM DX YIN DY T 70
i. .7 niamd ma'v |31 - See Tosafos there who discusses D'nd1 0*a'¥n yin o' 12 70 and discusses
what, in fact, requires a heavenly decree.
3. How Does Free Will relate to Divine Foreknowledge? Here are the most well-known approaches:
a. 'n'p 'ow"an n"Iv - Just because God knows something it doesn’t force you to choose.
b. n:n nawn N7 0"ann - Divine knowledge and human knowledge operate differently
i. Dw T"axn mawn - Feels Rambam’s doesn’t really answer the question so he shouldn’t have raised
it in the first place.
c. (1:a'n nmnm) 2"271 - Limits the scope of Divine foreknowledge. Some also understand the
aforementioned T"axN this way.
N:2 own IR - Chassdei Crescas, famously, and controversially, limit the scope of man’s free will.
e. N:TO N"'RY7 MAYNN NNIXR'Y DI IvnY |2y AT DMK 'o1p'e? 1"2217n [non 21Ty 1 - A more mystical approach
on how even our failures can be connected to God’s ultimate will.
4. Books and Essays for Further Reading
a. NN NIvn 70 v Ix
b. Hashgachah Pratis: An Exploration of Divine Providence and Free Will by Rabbi Aryeh Leibowtz



