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INTRODUCTION

The story of Megilat Esther reads as more of a modern-day political
thriller than a biblical narrative.

The miracles are replaced with manipulation and maneuvering, the
heroes engage more in subterfuge than kindness, and the epic speeches
are delivered by messengers whispering in the dead of night. It all
culminates in the climax where salvation arrives in a sudden twist, a
knife in the back of an unsuspecting enemy. It's the kind of twist that
works best. It takes first-time readers by surprise but the second time
through, they notice enough details that they are amazed they couldn't
see it coming.

In order for the twist to work, the narrative needs to get darkest right
before the dawn. Megilat Esther lingers on the despondency of the Jewish
people in the face of their impending doom. To the very end, Mordechai
and Esther believe their plan to be nothing more than a last-ditch Hail
Mary effort. The reader becomes more and more invested in their plight,
making their sudden salvation feel “earned."” In this way, their descent
into despair becomes just the first step on their ascent to ecstasy. There is
a sudden “Venahafoch hu"—a reversal, where darkness turns to Light so
quickly that in retrospect, the Line between them begins to blur.

Purim sometimes feels like a holiday for kids with its bright costumes and
sugared treats. The story at its core, however, is fundamentally mature. It
is a story about embracing imperfection and brokenness, and finding the
pattern amongst the chaos. It posits that when we are struggling, God is
there—just beyond view—struggling too. It teaches us that even at our
darkest points, we are just one plot-twist away from being okay.
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Following the destruction of the First Temple, the Jews were exiled from Israel.

This exile was prophesied to last 70 years, but both the Jewish people and the

Persian King Achashverosh miscalculated. Assuming that the 70 years had

passed and God had forgotten the Jewish people, King Achashverosh threw a

lavish party with the remaining vessels from the temple. The Ring also donned

the garments normally reserved for the priests (Rohanim) in the Temple to

celebrate what seemed to be his permanent kingship over the “forsaken”

Jewish people. (

~=’

The story of Esther, as recounted in the Megillah, tells the story of
Achashverosh, guided by his assistant Haman, wanting to exterminate the
Jewish people and the efforts of Esther and her cousin Mordechai to ensure the
survival of the Jewish people.

-

The story, both tragedy and comedy, illustrates the hidden hand of God in
Jewish history.

Scene 1- Partying Like It's the End of the World
* After assuming God has abandoned the Jewish people, King O
Achashverosh throws a party to celebrate. 4
#* King Achashverosh has one drink too many and makes a bad .
decision. He orders his wife Vashti to be executed. / ("9
Scene 2 - A Persian Beauty Pageant \
#* Once King Achashverosh recovers from his hangover, he starts
to feel lonely and begins to search for a new queen. )
#* His search leads him to Esther. A great girl. A pretty girl. Just one
problem...she's Jewish.
* Esther is advised by her cousin Mordechai not to tell the king that she is

Jewish.
% Mordechai stops a plot by two of King Achashverosh's officers to

assassinate the king. Mordechai saves the king's Life. /
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Scene 3 - The Final Solution

* Haman, a member of the king's court, gets a promotion. This is not good
news for the Jews.

#* Mordechai refuses to bow down to Haman. It bruises Haman's ego and he
gets mad.

#* Haman persuades King Achashverosh to order a proclamation to extermi-
nate all of the Jews. The king agrees.

Scene 4 - It's Up to You

* After Learning about the proclamation, Mordechai begins mourning and
praying for the fate of the Jewish people.

#* Mordechai gives Esther the most epic pump-up speech of all time. He insists
that she take action to save the Jewish people.

Scene5 - A Bold Step

#* Esther risks her life by entering the king's chamber uninvited.

#* The King, in contradiction to his previous record, acts rationally and invites
herin.

#* Esther invites the king to a party with Haman. It's not quite clear where she
is going with this.

Scene 6 - Lullabies Just Aren't Enough

#* King Achashverosh has a historic case of insomnia. As he is tossing and
turning, he remembers that Mordechai saved his life. He invites Haman
upstairs to brainstorm a party for Mordechai.

* Haman, thinking that the king is planning a party for him, suggests an over-
the-top party. He is not pleased when he realizes that the king had Morde-
chai in mind the whole time.

Scene 7 - The Tables are Turned

* At a second party between Esther, King Achashverosh, and Haman, Esther
reveals her Jewish identity and requests that her people, the Jewish people,
be saved. Haman is mortified.

#* King Achashverosh grants Esther her request.

* Haman, at the suggestion of Charvonah (a bystander at the time), is hung
on the very gallows which he had prepared for killing the Jews.
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King Achashverosh

The Persian king in the megillah who was known to
have a clear anger problem. Aside from his anger, he
was rather susceptible to persuasion.

Queen Esther

Esther, an orphan, was chosen by King Achashverosh
to serve as his Queen. Her cousin Mordechai urged her
to accept the position even though it was clearly not
an ideal environment for a Jew. While serving as the
Queen, she kept her Jewish identity secret.

Mordechai

One of the last remaining prophets, Mordechai was the
moral compass for the Jewish people. When most Jews
had already assumed God had forgotten them, Morde-
chai inspired the people to reconnect with Him.

Haman

An avowed anti-Semite, Haman had one goal: Killing all
the Jewish people. As the king's right hand man, he was
in the perfect position to get the job done. It seemed Like
it would take a miracle to stop him.



Bigtan and Teresh
A pair of palace guards who had a bone to
pick with the king.

. Charvona

L A character with Limited screen time, dubi-
g

ous allegiance, and impeccable timing.

God

God does not have any speaking roles
during the entire story of Esther. In fact, He
is not mentioned at all. If you Llook closely

though, you may realize He was directing
the story all along.



CHAPTER 1

"It was in the days of Achashverosh—this was the Achashverosh who

reigned from Hodu to Cush—one hundred and twenty-seven colonies."
(Esther 1:1)

The opening chapter of Megillat Esther begins by setting the stage for
what Llooks Llike a classic underdog-comeback story. It describes the im-
mense power of King Achashverosh whose kingdom spanned from "Hodu
to Kush"—essentially the entire world. His mighty super-power controlled
over 127 provinces and was far more powerful than any modern day country.
After an insanely lavish 180-day party, King Achashverosh begins another
week-long feast to show off his riches and power. During this ostentatious
spectacle the king invites Queen Vashti to dance before him and his guests
wearing only her crown. When she refuses, he consults with his advisors and
orders her execution. At this point we need to take a step back and remember
the golden rule of the Megillah: "Venahafoch hu"—everything gets turned
on its head and nothing is what it seems.

First of all, King Achashvreosh does not become the villain, in fact he ends
up sharing his entire kingdom with Queen Esther, glorifying Mordechai the
Jew and saving the Jewish people.

Secondly, Queen Vashti isn't as innocent as you might think. The Talmud
tells us that Vashti used to force Jewish girls to dance on Shabbat against
their will and as a direct consequence she was asked to do the exact same.
However, under regular circumstances Vashti wouldn't have any issue with
acting this way. She only refused because she was struck with Leprosy. To top
it off the Midrash tells us that Queen Vashti prevailed on King Achasverosh
to halt the construction of the Jewish Temple. She would say, "Do you seek to
build what my ancestors destroyed?"

As you read through the Megillah, it's essential that you keep an open mind
and prepare to uncover the vast depths of this ancient and mystical text.

10 | MEGILAT ESTHER
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It was in the days of Achashverosh—this was the Achashverosh who reigned from Hodu to
Cush—one hundred and twenty-seven colonies. In those days, when king Achashverosh
had established himself on his imperial throne, in the capital city of Shushan. In the third
year of his reign, he tendered a feast for all his ministers and servants, the forces of Persia
and Media, the nobles and the colonial ministers, in his presence. Where he exhibited the
affluence and eminence of his kingdom, the glory and splendor of his magnificence; for
many days—one hundred and eighty days. At the completion of these days, the king
tendered, for all the people present in the capital city of Shushan, from the greatest to
the Least significant, a feast for seven days, on the grounds of the garden in the royal
orchard. [There were] pure white drapes, fine woolen cushions, bluish emerald techeiles
wool, brocaded with strands of linen and mauve, woolen argaman threads, over silver
columns and marble pillars; gold and silver couches on a floor inlaid with rare gems and
marble, set in parallel circular patterns. As for drinking; golden utensils, other sundry
vessels, and plenty of royal wine, with majestic largesse. The drinking was proper, with
no coercion; for the king had so basically instructed all his palace officials—to satisfy
each individual's desire.

Queen Vashti, as well, tendered a feast for women, at king Achashverosh's palace. On
the seventh day, when the king was exhilarated by drink, he instructed Mehuman,

Your wife, the Queen, refuses
to entertain “a party of drunk
idiots!”

People will never take you
seriously so long as she

remains alive! She must be
executed!

THE PURIM STORY | 11
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Bizesa, Charvona, Bigsa, Avagsa, Zeisar, and Charkas, the seven servants who attended
King Achashverosh's person—to present Queen Vashti before the king [clad] in the
royal crown, to flaunt her beauty before the nations and the ministers, for she was of
beautiful appearance. Queen Vashti refused to attend as ordered by the king through the
servants—and the king was extremely angered, his fury consumed him.

The king consulted the sages who were well versed in the affairs of the times, for the king
would thus place matters before all who were versed in procedural and legal concerns.
Most intimately associated with him, were Karshena, Sheisar, Admasa, Sarshish, Meres,
Marsena, and Memuchan, the seven ministers of Persia and Media who were in personal
contact with the king, and who occupied the highest seats of power in the kingdom.
Concerning the proper procedure to follow with Queen Vashti, since she did not do as
directed by King Achashverosh through the servants.

Memuchan spoke before the king and the ministers: “It is not only his majesty that Vashti
has aggrieved, but all the ministers and all the peoples in all of King Achashverosh's
colonies. For the affair of the queen will extend to all women, so that they will disparage
their husbands, saying, ‘King Achashverosh commanded that Queen Vashti be brought
before him, but she never came!' This very day, the noblewomen in Persia and Media
will say—those who have heard about the affair of the queen shall report it to the king's
ministers causing enormous disparagement and rage! If his majesty deems it proper, let
him issue a royal edict, to be recorded in the bylaws of Persia and Media—never to be
revoked—that Vashti must never again appear before King Achashverosh; and let his
majesty bestow her regency on a companion of hers who is superior to her. Now when
the news of his majesty's writ and its implementation reverberates throughout the
kingdom—uvast as it is—then all the wives will honor their husbands, from the greatest

12 | MEGILAT ESTHER
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to the Least significant.” The advice was viewed favorably by the king and his ministers,
and the king acted on Memuchan's recommendation. He dispatched scrolls to all of the
king's colonies—to each and every colony in its own script, and each and every people in
their own language—instructing that every husband be dominant in his home, and that
his people's Language be the one spoken.

THE PURIM STORY | 13



CHAPTER 2

"[Mordechai] had been exiled from Jerusalem with the captives exiled

with Yechaniah, kRing of Yehudah, driven into exile by Nevuchadnezzar,
king of Babylon." (Esther 2:5)

In Chapter two of the Megillah we are introduced to the heroes of the Purim
story, Mordechai and Esther. We are told that Mordechai was exiled from Je-
rusalem. Something that makes the Megillah a unique book is the fact that
it is the story of the Jewish people's exile and how we will be living till this
very day.

The Jewish people went from a time of supernatural miracles in Israel to
exile. In exile miracles occur in a more subtle and hidden way. There are no
Longer miracles Like the splitting of the sea, rather the miracles are the right
people being put into power at the right time, such as Mordechai and Esther.
Esther was anointed as queen and Mordechai was written down in Acheshav-
erosh's book of chronicles for saving the king.

Purim, unlike other holidays, is not the holiday of God's revelation. Rather,
it is a time for us to celebrate God's existence. God hid Himself in the Purim
story, His name cannot be found. This does not mean He was absent, it was
an opportunity for us to search for Him and to celebrate us finding His pres-
ence.

While we are living in exile, God's plan is not clear. It is unclear why certain
people were put into power such as Acheshverosh or Haman. It was not clear
to Mordechai and Esther why Esther had to become queen. Only Later did it
become more clear that Esther's position was to be utilized to save the Jew-
ish people.

While in exile, we learn to find the miracles in the twists and turns of history.
Despite us living in dark times the Jewish people learn to maintain their faith
and know that there is still hope.

14 | MEGILAT ESTHER



WK NRY AW NIX 12T WIMUNK 7700 NN [l n'JR‘I DMATANR
niny) '|'3n‘7 WP PNIYN -|‘7m MY 1NN '1"?)J 122 R nm nnwy
NRIXAP7 1m:‘7n nirT %020 1Tpa -|bm TN NN N2 mbm:
xnm ‘7?3 D°wan N2 '7?;_{ 7720 WY SR IR N2IL N2IN2 ") ‘7:)
1290 °PY3 2A0R W NYIM PPN 1IN D°WIN 0Y 7290 DD

112 BYN 12190 °Y2 1270 2071 "HYI NNA o100

YR ) 12791V 12 1R? 12 2770 N1 172N 1PIwa N TIn B
T on N 0y 11'1‘)1'1 WK '1'73'1 oy D"J\’J'I'PTJ '1‘):'1 WK M2
TR 2 1TT N2 NDR RN NPT NR IR0 522 '|‘7n XTI '1'71'1 R
2710 ANRY AR 2R NIN2I IR N2ID) XA NQ? 1Y DX IR 1‘7

------

n7720 WY OX Nia1 NIyl Yapnd inm '|'m1 727 ynwna o n:b 9
N1Y20 20°M ;DW3R 1Y 20 T OR 7200 P2 R TN NRYm % T 9X
Y2Y NK) A2 N2 QNN NKY PRNRA NR 2020 1397 TN Kwm eyl
;DY 173 2007 (PN IR DI 200 3R A2 NNY NPRID N1YIn
7D ND R D72V MY °2TI0 "2 ART2I N MY N INDR 1T KD

After these events, as King Achashverosh's ire dissipated, he remembered Vashti and
how she had acted, and the decree against her. The king's youthful valets suggested: “Let
them seek, for his majesty, young maidens of beautiful appearance. And let his majesty
appoint officials in all the colonies of his kingdom, who shall assemble all the young
maidens of beautiful appearance at the capital city of Shushan, in the harem residence, in
the custody of his majesty's enunuch Heige, the harem overseer, and Let them be supplied
with their cosmetics. And the young woman whom his majesty views with approval
shall reign in place of Vashti." This suggestion was viewed favorably by the king, and he
implemented it.

There was a Yehudite man in the capital city of Shushan. His name: Mordechai, son of
Yair, son of Shim'i, son of Kish, a Binyaminite man. Who was exiled from Jerusalem with
the captives exiled with Yechaniah, king of Yehudah, driven into exile by Nevuchadnezzar,
king of Babylon. He was the foster parent of Hadassah—this was his cousin Esther—
as she had neither father nor mother. The young woman was beautiful in form and
appearance, and when her father and mother died, Mordechai adopted her as a daughter.
Now it happened, when the king's edict, his bylaw, was made public, and a large number of

Achashverosh is forcing all
young women to go to the
palace to find a new queen!
What an awful fate for a nice

Jewish girl!
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young women were gathered at the capital city of Shushan, in the custody of Heigai, that
Esther was brought to the royal palace, in the custody of Heigai, the harem overseer. He
viewed the young woman favorably, and she gained his benevolence. He eagerly delivered
her cosmetics and her clothing allowance to her also the seven special maidservants
assigned to her from the royal household staff. He favored her and her maidservants
with preferential treatment at the harem residence. Esther did not reveal [the identity
of] her people or her heritage, since Mordechai had instructed her not to reveal it. Each
and every day, Mordechai would pace before the courtyard of the harem residence, to
apprise himself of Esther's welfare, and of what would be done with her. When the time
arrived for each of the young women to be admitted to King Achashverosh, at the end of
her participation in the course for women which lasted twelve months—for they were
annointed, during their cosmetic treatment, with the following: six months with balm of
myrrh, and six months with aromatic ointments and other womanly cosmetics. This is
how the young woman would be admitted to the king: whatever she requested would be
provided to accompany her from the harem residence to the royal palace. She would arrive
in the evening and return in the morning, to a second harem residence, in the custody
of Sha'ashgaz, the king's eunuch, overseer of the concubines. She would no longer be
admitted to the king unless the king desired her, when she would be summoned by name.
When the time arrived for Esther, the daughter of Avichayil, the uncle of Mordechai, whom
he had adopted as a daughter, to be admitted to the king, she requested nothing save what
was suggested by Heigai, the king's eunuch, the harem overseer. Esther was regarded
with favor by everyone who beheld her. Esther was brought to King Achashverosh, into
his royal palace, in the tenth month—that is, the month of Teves—during the seventh
year of his reign. The king loved Esther more than all the women, she gained his favor and
his benevolence more than all the maidens, so he placed the royal crown upon her head,
and coronated her in place of Vashti. The king tendered a magnificent feast for all of his
ministers and servants—the feast of Esther. He waived the colonial taxes, and lavished
gifts with majestic lLargesse. When the maidens were gathered a second time, Mordechai

16 | MEGILAT ESTHER
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sat at the gateway to the king. Esther would not reveal [the identity of] her heritage or her
people, just as Mordechai had directed her. Esther followed Mordechai's bidding, just as
she did when she was reared by him.

In those days, when Mordechai sat at the gateway to the king, Bigsan and Seresh became
enraged—they were two of the king's stewards, of the guardians of the entrance [to his
dwellingl—and sought to assault King Achashverosh. The matter was apprehended by
Mordechai, who reported it to Queen Esther. Esther related it to the king in Mordechai's
name. The matter was investigated and verified, and both were hung from a gallows. This
was inscribed in the book of archives in the presence of the king.

THE PURIM STORY | 17



CHAPTER 3

"Haman then said to King Achashverosh, ‘There exists a particular peo-
ple, far-flung, widespread among the peoples in all the colonies of your

realm. Their customs differ from those of all peoples, and they do not
abide by his majesty's bylaws; his majesty has nothing to gain by tolerat-
ing them." (Esther 3:8)

Haman, in his desire to wipe out the Jewish people, tells King Achashverosh
“There is one nation scattered around your kingdom, and their laws are differ-
ent from the laws of the kingdom. They do not Llisten to the Laws of the king. It
is not worth it for the king to keep these people in his kingdom, wipe them out,
erase them from your Lland!"

In this verse Haman hints at two weaknesses of the Jewish people that would
allow him to defeat them. If they possess these weaknesses, then they will not
be as protected by God.

The first of these two weaknesses is based on what our Rabbis teach us is hinted
in the words, “Yesh no", which means “there is" one nation. When these words
are combined together, they are similar to the word "yashan" which means to
sleep. This alludes to the fact that the Jews were sleeping with regard to the
Torah and its commandments. They were not performing the mitzvot properly,
they needed to wake up, and fulfill the commandments better.

The second weakness is that they were not unified. God our Father, our King,
only wants to see his children getting along. If we are united as a nation, we suc-
ceed. In fact our Rabbis teach us that if we are united as a nation, even if we are
doing something wrong, Our father, Hashem, will protect us. If, however, we are
fractured as a people, we fall. As a famous Jewish singer, Avraham Fried sang,
“TOGETHER, we will go far, it's not 'I' but who 'WE' are.” We don't need to look or
think alike, but we must remember that we are ONE nation, with One Father in
Heaven, Hashem. (There is a song for that, too!)

18 | MEGILAT ESTHER
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After these events, King Achashverosh conferred eminence on Haman, the son of
Hamdasa, the Agagite, and exalted him, placing his seat of office above all of his fellow
ministers. And all of the king's servants who were at the gateway to the king kneeled and
prostrated themselves before Haman, for the king had so commanded concerning him—
but Mordechai would neither kneel nor prostrate himself. Said the king's servants who
were at the gateway of the king to Mordechai, "Why are you flouting the king's command?"
It happened that, when they spoke to him daily, and he paid them no heed, they informed
Haman, to see whether Mordechai's avowal would be sustained—for he told them that
he was a Yehudi. Haman then observed that Mordechai neither kneeled nor prostrated
himself before him, and Haman was totally incensed. But it was demeaning, in his
view, to strike at Mordechai alone, for he was informed of [the identity of] Mordechai's
people. Haman sought to destroy all the Yehudim throughout Achashverosh's realm—
Mordechai's people. In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, during King
Achashverosh's twelfth year, a “pur"”, meaning “lot", was cast in the presence of Haman,
for a specific day, and, specifically, the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar.

Haman then said to King Achashverosh: “There exists a particular people, far-flung,
widespread among the peoples in all the colonies of your realm. Their customs differ

'

The nerve Mordechai has to
not kneel before the King's

infernal nation of Jews!

L
-
viceroy! Something needs to
be done about him and that (%
( y, <
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from those of all peoples, and they do not abide by his majesty's bylaws; his majesty has
nothing to gain by tolerating them. If his majesty deems it proper, let it be inscribed that
they are to be exterminated. And | shall weigh out ten thousand silver kikars under the
auspices of the executive staff, to be deposited in the royal coffers.” The king removed his
ring from his hand, and presented it to Haman the son of Hamdasa the Agagite, oppressor
of the Yehudim. And the king said to Haman, "Keep the silver and do as you wish with
the[se] people.” The royal scribes were then summoned, during the first month, on the
thirteenth day of the month, and transcripts were made of all of Haman's directives,
to the imperial envoys, to the governors of each of the colonies, and to the ministers of
each people, each and every colony in its own script, each and every people in its own
language; it was written in King Achashverosh's name and sealed with the royal ring.
So that scrolls would be dispatched, carried by couriers, to all of the king's colonies; to
devastate, slaughter, and annihilate all the Yehudim, young and old, children, women, in
a single day—on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar—
with their booty to be despoiled. The terms of the writ would become legally binding in
each and every colony—displayed conspicuously before all the peoples, so that they
would be poised on that day. The couriers were dispatched by urgent royal command,
and the decree was delivered in the capital city of Shushan. The king and Haman then sat
down for drinks, while the city of Shushan was in confusion.

20 | MEGILAT ESTHER



THE PURIM STORY | 21



CHAPTER 4

"For, if you keep silent at this time, release and liberation will material-

ize for the Yehudim (Jews) from some other source, and you and your fa-
ther's lineage will perish."” (Esther 4:14)

Consider an alternative timeline, one in which Esther does not shrewdly end
Haman's evil scheme to destroy the Jewish People. Many anti-semites since
Haman have attempted to devise a solution to the 'Jewish Problem,' but in this
counter-history, perhaps the 'problem' would have already been resolved.
Could this have been the culmination of Abraham and Sarah's genealogy?
Without Esther, would the Purim saga have concluded with utter destruction?

This chapter illustrates a conversation through intermediaries between Mor-
dechai and Esther, and depicts an optimism for a celebratory ending with or
without our Purim Heroine. Mordechai is confident that the Jewish People
would survive, and the only outstanding question is whether Esther would be
the source of our collective destiny. In other words, Haman's plan would have
been wrecked by God who has intervened to save us consistently throughout
history since freeing our ancestors from Egypt. Our continued existence as a
nation is a divine miracle, one that requires heroic human partners to make the
tough decisions to save the day.

Each of us exists at preordained moments in a timeline of history to impact the
world in our own individual ways, but the question is whether we heed the call
when it is made. Had Esther succumbed to her legitimate apprehension of the
danger that accompanied a heroic decision, another character would be cele-
brated on the holiday of Purim. In making the difficult decision, Esther changed
the timeline for herself and her family, but our national timeline remained the
same.

Chapter four begins with feelings of fear and despair and ends with a first step
toward implementing safety and security. The story is not over, but the heroine
has declared her intentions to save the day.
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Mordechai was apprised of everything that had transpired. Mordechai rent his garments,
and garbed himself in sackloth and ashes. He proceeded into the city, and sounded
a great, bitter wail. He came to the front of the king's gate, for one could not enter the
gateway to the king clad in sackcloth. And in each and every colony, wherever the king's
directives and bylaws reached—there was immense grief among the Yehudim, fasting,
weeping and lamenting. Sackcloth and ashes cloaked multitudes. Esther's maidservants
and stewards came and told her about it, and the queen was extremely shaken. She
dispatched garments to clothe Mordechai and remove his sackcloth, but he refused them.
She then called for Hasach, one of the king's officials, whom he had placed at her disposal,
and instructed him concerning Mordechai, to ascertain what was happening, and why.
Hasach withdrew, and went to Mordechai, to the city thoroughfare, which was at the front
of the gateway to the king. Mordechai informed him of all that he had experienced, and
of the silver which Haman had explicitly promised to weigh into the royal coffers so that

= It is too dangerous! The King

( will kill me for sure!
& \
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the Yehudim would be annihilated. A copy of the text of the legally binding writ which had
been delivered in Shushan, mandating that they be destroyed, he gave to him, to show
Esther, and to inform her; and to order her to gain entrance to the king, to plead with
him, and to beg him to spare her people. Hasach came back, and conveyed, to Esther,
Mordechai's remarks. Esther spoke with Hasach, and instructed him to [tell] Mordechai:
“ALL of his majesty's servants, as well as the peoples of his majesty's colonies, know
that any man or woman who comes as close to his majesty as the innermost courtyard
without an invitation, suffers a single fate; execution—save for someone toward whom
his majesty extends the golden sceptre, to permit him to Live. And | have not been granted
an invitation to visit his majesty these thirty days." They conveyed Esther's remarks to
Mordechai. Mordechai declared, in reply to Esther: “You had better not fantasize that in
the royal palace you will escape the fate of all the other Jews. For, if you keep silent at this
time, release and liberation will materialize for the Yehudim from some other source, and
you and your father's lineage will perish. Who knows whether, at this time next year, you
will retain your royal position."” Esther declared, in reply to Mordechai: “Go, gather all the
Yehudim found in Shushan, and fast for my sake. Take neither food nor drink for three
days[Jnight and day. | and my maidservants will also fast this way. Having done this, | will
come to the king even though it is unlawful and as | am bereft, so must | be further bereft."
Mordechai passed through [the city], and implemented all of Esther's instructions to him.
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CHAPTER 5

"Still, all this is meaningless to me whenever | see Mordechai the Yehudi

(Jew) sitting at the gateway to the king." (Esther 5:13)

To be an advisor to a king means that you are someone with great insight. Ha-
man was one of King Achashverosh's advisors, but there was clearly one piece
of advice Haman never heard, “Don't sweat the small stuff." Clearly a man of
power and influence but (Lucky for us) Haman lost it all because of the “small
stuff.” Well, one small thing to be exact.

Haman was on top of the world. His ascent to power and influence is evident
throughout the Megillah. He rises to such a prestigious place in the kingdom
that the king gives Haman the official signet ring empowering him to do any-
thing he pleases (3:10). The ultimate Level of success was seemingly bestowed
upon him when Queen Esther holds an exclusive feast for herself, the king and
Haman (5:14). It seems clear as day, the three of them are the greatest in all the
land. But even that was not enough.

Following this gathering, Haman is on his way home to gloat and flaunt his sta-
tus in the kingdom and then lo and behold he sees Mordechai. Mordechai is Ha-
man's weakness. With all the good that he has going on, one would assume he
can Look past his disdain for Mordechai, but that is not the case. In actuality, his
disgust for Mordechai becomes Haman's undoing. When he gets with all he has
going for him, Mordechai's defiance to his edict of bowing down to him, gets his
blood boiling. This leads Haman to come up with the idea to hang Mordechai.
And we also know the ending to this one.

Haman might have missed the importance of not sweating the small stuff but
we can all definitely learn from his mistake and appreciate all of the good that
we are blessed with.
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It was on the third day. Esther cloaked herself in majesty, and stood in the innermost
palace courtyard, facing the palace. The king sat on his imperial throne, in the royal
chamber, facing the entrance to the palace. Now, when the king saw Queen Esther
standing in the courtyard, she gained his favorable regard, and the king extended,
towards Esther, the golden sceptre in his hand. Esther came closer, and touched the
point of the sceptre. The king said to her: "What do you need, Queen Esther, what do you
wish? Up until half the empire, and it shall be granted to you!" Esther said, “If his majesty
deems it proper, let his majesty and Haman attend, today, a feast which | have prepared
for him." The king said, "Urge Haman to quickly fulfill Esther's instructions.” So the king
and Haman arrived at the feast which Esther had prepared. The king said to Esther at
the winefest, “"Whatever you request shall be granted to you! Whatever you wish, up until
half the empire, shall be fulfilled!" Esther replied, saying, "My request, and my wish: If |
have gained His Majesty's favorable regard, and if His Majesty deems it proper fo fulfill
my request and gratify my wish; let His Majesty and Haman attend the feast which | shall
tender for them—and tomorrow | shall comply with His Majesty's command.” Haman

My dear wife, what can | do
for you?

(Gulp) If it pleases the King, |
would be honored if his Maj-

esty and Haman graced my
party with their presence.
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ventured forth, that day, joyful and content; but when Haman perceived Mordechai at
the gateway to the king, neglecting to rise or bestir himself for him, Haman was totally
incensed at Mordechai. Haman restrained himself, arrived at his home, and gathered
his friends and his wife Zeresh. Haman boasted, to them, of the glories of his affluence
and of his profusion of sons; of all the eminence the king had given him, and that he had
exalted him above the ministers and the royal servants. “And,” Haman declared, “Even
now, Queen Esther let no man come with the king to the feast that she had prepared, but
myself; moreover, tomorrow also | have been invited by her to join the king. Still, all this
is meaningless to me whenever | see Mordechai the Yehudi sitting at the gateway to the
king." His wife Zeresh told him—and so too all his friends—"Let them build a gallows fifty
amohs high. In the morning, suggest to the king that they hang Mordechai from it and
join the king at the feast joyfully.” The scheme pleased Haman, and he built the gallows.
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CHAPTER 6

"That night, the king's sleep was disturbed, so he called for the bringing

of the book of archives, of historical events, to be recited before the Ring."
(Esther 6:1)

There is an interesting custom that when the reader gets to the first verse of
Chapter 6, he should raise his voice slightly, and read this verse in a louder
tone. “And on that night, the king's sleep was disrupted,” must be read loudly.
Why? It is explained that this verse is the turning point of the Purim Megillah.
What is so significant about this verse? Why do we care that King Achashverosh
could not sleep?

There is a deep mystical tradition about the real identity of the king in the me-
gillah. On a literal Level, the king is obviously always referring to King Achash-
verosh, the Persian ruler. But on a deeper level, the king is also alluding to the
King of all Kings, God. The Megillah is multi-layered with different interpreta-
tions. The very same sentence which is referring to a king of flesh and blood,
can also be talking about the exalted King who created the world. Go back and
read the megillah with this in mind. You'll notice some very interesting insights.

Based on this tradition, the Talmud (Megillah 15a) explains that the verse is
alluding to the fact that on that very night, God Himself was awakened from
a slumber. But does God sleep? Of course God does not sleep, but sometimes,
from our perspective we perceive that God is asleep. We experience moments
of darkness where we don't see God's hand in our lives. “And on that night the
King's sleep was disrupted.” The Megillah reminds us that God is never really
asleep. God is always there for us.
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That night, the king's sleep was disturbed, so he called for the bringing of the book of
archives, of historical events, to be recited before the king. It was discovered, in the
record, that Mordechai had reported that Bigsan and Seresh, two of the king's stewards,
of the guardians of the entrance, had sought to assault King Achashverosh. The king
said, "What honor or eminence has been bestowed on Mordechai for this?" The king's
youthful valets replied, “Not a thing has been done for him." "Who is in the courtyard?,"
said the king. Now Haman had just reached the outer courtyard of the palace, to suggest
to the king that Mordechai be hung from the gallows he had prepared for him. The king's
youths said to him, “Haman is here, standing in the courtyard.” The king said, “Let him
in." Haman entered. The king said to him, “What should be done for a man whom the
king wishes to honor. Now Haman reflected, ‘Whom would the king desire to glorify
more than me?' Haman said to the king, “A man whose glory the king desires! Let them
bring the imperial robe, worn by His Majesty, and the horse mounted by His Majesty;
the imperial crown to be placed on his head. Let the robe and the horse be handed to a
distinguished minister, a nobleman. Then let them garb the man whose glory the king
desires, mount him on the horse in the city thoroughfare, and proclaim before him,

‘This is what is done with a man whose glory the king desires!" The king said to Haman,

Mordechai has gone unap-
preciated for far too long.
You will lead a parade in his
honor!

(Sigh) Can’t we just build
him a statue or something?
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“"Quickly, take the cloak and the horse just as you said, and do so to Mordechai the Yehudi,
who sits at the gateway to the king. Do not omit anything you mentioned!" Haman took
the robe and the horse and garbed Mordechai. Then he led him on horseback through the
city thoroughfare, and proclaimed before him, “This is what is done with a man whose
glory the king desires." Mordechai then returned to the gateway to the king, while Haman
was rushed home, griefstricken, his head covered [in shame.] Haman related to his wife
Zeresh, and all his friends all that had befallen him. His counsellors and his wife Zeresh
told him, “As Mordechai is of Yehudite stock, since you have begun to fall before him, you
cannot overcome him, but will surely fall before him." While they were still conversing
with him, the king's stewards arrived, rushing to bring Haman to the feast which Esther
had prepared.
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CHAPTER 7

"Then Charvonah declared, [he was] one of the king's personal stewards,
‘Moreover, there is the gallows which Haman built for Mordechai, who

spoke up in favor of the king, standing in Haman's house—fifty amohs
high.' The king commanded, 'Hang him from it!"" (Esther 7:9)

The sages of the Talmud teach that when something negative happens to
a person they should say "Gam zu letova—this, too, is for the good." It is
not only the things that we perceive as good that are so, but even those that
seem bad are in reality "gam" (also) for the good.

The theme of the Purim story is "venahafoch hu" - which loosely translates
as "flipped over." All the things in the Purim story that seemed horrible were
subsequently recognized as good. The "venahafoch hu" moment of the Me-
gillah is this verse.

This verse appears right after Esther reveals to Achashverosh that she
is Jewish and that Haman is out to destroy her nation. Charvona, one of
Achashverosh's servants, uses this opportunity to point out the gallows
that Haman had prepared for Mordechai. Achashverosh orders Haman to be
hanged on them. This is the moment when everything flips. The gallows that
Haman had erected in the middle of the city to hang Mordechai end up being
the cause of his own downfall. The very object of our fear becomes the ve-
hicle of our salvation. Venahafoch hu. The first word Charvona says ("gam")
reminds us that everything is for the good. Gam zu Letovah.

After reading the Megillah there is a custom to sing Shoshanas Yaakov, a
poetic summary of the purim miracle. It ends with: "V'gam Charvona zachor
latov - And also Charvona is remembered for good." The name Charvona
can also mean destruction (as in the word churban). He is the one who re-
vealed that even when everything seems to be falling apart, that also - gam,
is really good.
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The king and Haman came to drink with Queen Esther. The king said to Esther, at the
second day's winefest as well, "Whatever your request, Queen Esther, shall be granted
you! Whatever you wish, even until half the empire, it shall be fulfilled!" Queen Esther
replied, saying, “If | have gained your majesty's favor and if his majesty deems it proper,
Llet my Life be granted me by my request, and my people by my wish. For we were sold, |
and my people, to be destroyed, slaughtered, and annihilated. Now, had we been sold as
slaves and maidservants, | would have remained silent, but the oppressor has no regard
for losses incurred by his majesty.

King Achashverosh spoke. He said to Queen Esther, “Who is this? Who is the one that had
the audacity to act this way?" Esther exclaimed, “An oppressive man, an enemy—this evil
Haman!"—and Haman was terrified before the king and the queen. The king rose, in a
fit of rage, from the winefest toward the orchard garden, while Haman got up to plead
with Queen Esther for his life, for he realized that it would end up badly for him from the

Your Majesty, Haman is a vile
man set upon destroying me
and my people!
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king. When the king returned from the orchard garden to the winefest room, Haman had
fallen on the couch upon which Esther reclined. The king exclaimed, “Even to overpower
the queen with me in the palace?” The words Left the king's mouth, and Haman's face
was enveloped in humiliation. Then Charvonah declared, [he was] one of the king's
personal stewards, “Moreover, there is the gallows which Haman built for Mordechai,
who spoke up in favor of the king, standing in Haman's house—fifty amohs high." The
king commanded, “Hang him from it." They hung Haman from the gallows which he had
prepared for Mordechai, and the king's anger dissipated.
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CHAPTER 8

"For the Yehudim (Jews), there was radiance, joy, delight, and glory."

(Esther 8:16)

In the eighth chapter of the Megillah, it seems like we rounded the corner and
the threat of annihilation was behind us. However, there is still a decent amount
of Megillah to go. What is there Left to Learn? What more does the story of Purim
have to tell us? The answer is two-fold and this can be based off of a verse in
Psalms 34:15 where it says, “distance oneself from evil and do good". It is not
just enough to overcome the bad but one needs to attach themselves to good.
The overcoming the bad was already underway, the evil Haman was dealt with.
Although Haman was gone, the attack of the Jews was still in place. The begin-
ning of this chapter continues with the “distance from evil" as the king grants
permission to the Jewish people to fight back on the dreaded date of the 13th
of Adar.

But the end of the chapter deals with the other aspect of the above mentioned
verse, "and do good." The verse above describes the elation the Jews felt once
freed from the threat of destruction. The Talmud says that each of the terms
in the verse relates to a different mitzvah. “Light" connects to learning Torah,
“happiness"” corresponds to celebrating the holidays, “joy" is synonymous with
brit milah and “honor" is symbolized by tefillin. The way to fully overcome the
threat hanging over our heads on Purim (and in any challenge we face) is not
just to overcome and defeat the obstacle ahead of us, but to take steps in the
positive direction. That is how our chapter concludes.

How beautiful is it that we use this same verse in havdalah when we bid farewell
to Shabbat and get ready to take on a new week! We go into the week with this
reminder to connect to the positive and do good as well as overcoming the bad.
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That day, King Achashverosh awarded Queen Esther the estate of Haman, the oppressor
of the Yehudim. And Mordechai appeared before the king, for Esther had told him how he
was related to her. The king removed his ring, which he had confiscated from Haman, and
presented it to Mordechai. And Esther authorized Mordechai to take custody of Haman's
estate.

Esther spoke again before the king. She threw herself at his feet and wept, and pleaded
with him to divert the evil decree of Haman the Agagite; and his scheme which he had
devised against the Yehudim. The king extended the golden sceptre towards Esther.
Esther rose, and stood before the king. She said, “If his majesty deems it proper, and if
| have gained favor before him, and the matter seems fitting before his majesty, and |
am pleasing in his eyes; then let a writ be issued rescinding the documents conceived
by Haman, the son of Hamdasa, the Agagite, that he wrote ordering the annihilation of
the Yehudim who reside in all the providence of the king. For how can | possibly Look on
while catastrophe befalls my people? And how can | possibly look on while my heritage
is annihilated?

King Achashverosh said to Queen Esther and to Mordechai the Yehudi, “Here, | have given
Haman's estate to Esther, and he was hung from the gallows for attacking the Yehudim.
Thus, you may issue a writ concerning the Yehudim as you please, in the name of the king

Please your majesty! My peo-
ple are still in grave danger!

Here take my signet ring
and craft whatever decree

you wish
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and you may seal it with the king's ring; for a writ issued in the name of the king and sealed
with the king's ring, is not rescindable. The royal scribes were summoned at that time,
during the third month, which is the month of Sivan, on the twenty third of the month, and
transcripts were made of all of Mordechai's directives, to the Yehudim, to the envoys, to
the governors, and to the ministers of the colonies which extended from Hodu until Kush,
one hundred and twenty-seven colonies; each and every colony in its own script, each and
every people in its own lLanguage. Also, to the Yehudim, in their script and their language.
He wrote in the name of King Achashverosh, sealed it with the king's ring, and dispatched
scrolls carried by couriers on horseback, riders of the royal breed, fleet dromedaries bred
from ramachim. Namely that the king authorized the Yehudim in each and every city to
assemble and stand in defense of their lives; to destroy, slaughter, and annihilate the
military forces of any people or colony oppressing them, their children and women; with
their booty to be taken. On a single day, in all the colonies of King Achashverosh—on the
thirteenth of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar. The terms of the writ would
become Llegally binding in each and every colony, displayed conspicuously before all the
peoples, so that the Yehudim would be poised, on that day, to exact vengeance on their
enemies. The couriers, riders of the royal breed, the fleet dromedaries, rushed away by
urgent royal command, and the decree was delivered in the capital city of Shushan.

Mordechai emerged from the king's presence attired in majestic garb of bluish techeiles
wool and pure white, with a great golden crown, and a cloak of linen and purple,
argaman wool. And the city of Shushan was blissfully joyful. For the Yehudim (Jews),
there was radiance, joy, delight, and glory. In each and every colony, each and every city,
every place where with the king's directive and bylaw reached, there was joy and delight
for the Jews, festivity and days of celebration, with many among the people of the land
converting to Judaism, as the awesomeness of the Yehudim had descended over them.
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CHAPTER 9

"The Yehudim resolved... for themselves, their progeny, and anyone asso-

ciated with them, never to be changed, that they would observe these two
days, as written, and at the proper time each year." (Esther 9:27)

It would be very bizarre to name a war after the choice weapon of the enemy.
Nobody would consider naming the United States Independence War of 1776
the “Brown Bess War" after the musket used by many British soldiers. Like-
wise, nobody would consider naming the Israeli Independence War of 1948 the
“Matilda War" after the tank used by the Egyptians on the Southern front. The
names of these wars focus on the positive outcome achieved in the war — the
independence —and certainly not on the enemy and their means of destruction.
And yet, the Megillah tells us that the entire holiday of Purim —derived from the
word lottery - is named after the lots which Haman cast to determine which day
to genocide the Jews. Since Haman used a lottery to select the day of the battle,
we call the entire holiday Purim. Isn't this bizarre?

The first verse in Chapter Five uses the phrase “venahafoch hu"” meaning "it
was completely reversed” to describe the Jewish victory over their enemies.
The Megillah does not simply say the Jews were victorious; rather, it highlights
the fact that their victory was a complete reversal of what was plotted against
them. Their enemies wanted to kill them. In the end, just the opposite, the Jews
killed their enemies. Haman wanted to hang Mordechai. In the end, just the op-
posite, Mordechai helped hang Haman. The Jews were in a state of panic, fear,
and mourning. In the end, just the opposite, the Jews had happiness, celebra-
tion, and festivities. This is “venahafoch hu" - "it was completely reversed."

This ideais extremely encouraging in life. We often have moments of panic, fear,
or mourning. We have to believe in the power of reversal, knowing that these
moments can lead to happiness, celebration, and festivities. It is not enough to
only believe, in the moments of darkness, that there is light at the end of the
tunnel. We must appreciate that the darkness itself can actually lead to Light.

It is for this reason the entire holiday is named after Haman's lots. By naming
the holiday after Haman's “weapon" we are reminded of the power of reversal.
The weapons of our enemies have become our holidays. We must understand
that the very thing which threatens us and challenges us, is actually the source
of celebration and light.
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During the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, on the thirteenth day of the
month, when the king's directive and bylaw were to be put in effect; on the very day when
the enemies of the Yehudim anticipated that they would subdue them—it was totally
reversed, for they—the Yehudim—subdued their enemies. The Yehudim assembled in
their colonies throughout all of King Achashverosh's colonies to assault those who sought
their harm, and no man resisted them, for their awesomeness had descended over all the
peoples. All of the colonial ministers, envoys, and governors, and the imperial executive
staff, exalted the Yehudim, as Mordechai's awesomeness had descended over them. For
Mordechai was powerful at the royal palace, and his prestige extended throughout the
colonies; for the distinguished Mordechai's greatness flourished. The Yehudim struck
all their enemies with rapier blows, slaughter, and annihilation, doing as they pleased
with their enemies. In the capital city of Shushan, the Yehudim killed and annihilated five
hundred men:

And Parshandasa, and Dalfon, and Aspasa. And Porasa, and Adalia, and Aridasa. And
Parmashta, and Arisai, and Aridai, and Vaizasa, The ten sons of Haman, son of Hamdasa,
oppressor of the Yehudim, they killed. But they did not lay their hands on the spoils. On
that day, the total of those killed in the capital city of Shushan came to the king's attention.
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The king said to Queen Esther, “In the capital city of Shushan, the Yehudim killed and
annihilated five hundren men, and Haman's ten sons, so in the remaining territories of
the king, [imagine] what they have done. Now, whatever you request shall be granted
you, whatever else you wish shall be fulfilled." Esther replied, “If his majesty deems it
proper, then let tomorrow, too, be granted to the Yehudim who are in Shushan, to act in
accordance with today's decree, and let Haman's ten sons be hung from a gallows." The
king gave word for this to be done. The decree was proclaimed in Shushan, and Haman's
ten sons were hung. The Yehudim who were in Shushan assembled also on the fourteenth
day of the month of Adar, and killed, in Shushan, three hundren men, but they did not
lay their hand on the spoils. Now the remaining Yehudim who were in the king's colonies
assembled and stood in defense of their lives, bringing deliverance from their enemies
killing seventy-five thousand of their antagonists. But they did not lay their hands on the
spoils. [The victory was] on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar, while the deliverance
was realized on the fourteenth of the month, making it a day of feasting and rejoicing.
Whereas the Yehudim who were in Shushan assembled on the thirteenth and on the
fourteenth of the month, and realized deliverance on the fifteenth of the month, making it
a day of feasting and rejoicing. For this reason,"unwalled" Yehudim—those who reside in
unwalled cities—observe the fourteenth day of the month of Adar [as a day of] feasting,
rejoicing, and a day of celebration, sending gifts of food to one another. Mordechai wrote
of these matters, and dispatched scrolls to all the Yehudim in all of King Achashverosh's
colonies, those nearby and those distant. Mandating that they resolve to permanently
observe the fourteenth day of the month of Adar, and the fifteenth day of the month, each
and every year. Corresponding with the days when the Yehudim realized deliverance
from their antagonists, and the month which had been transformed for them, from one of
anguish to rejoicing, from grief to days of celebration; to observe them as days of feasting
and rejoicing, sending gifts of food to one another, and gifts to the poor. The Yehudim
accepted, as binding, the observances that they had begun, and those that Mordechai had
mandated in his letter to them. For Haman, the son of Hamdasa, the Agagite, oppressor
of all the Yehudim, thought that he would annihilate the Yehudim. He cast a pur, meaning
“lot," to terrorize, then annihilate them. But when she came before the king, he directed,
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in writing, that the evil scheme which he intended for the Yehudim rebound against his
own head, and they hung him and his sons from a gallows. For this reason, these days are
entitled purim, because of the lottery. [They are celebrated] for this reason—because of
all that is narrated in this Letter. [This Letter records] why they saw fit to act in such a way,
and what happened to them as a result. The Yehudim resolved—accepting as binding—
for themselves, their progeny, and anyone associated with them, never to be changed,
that they would observe these two days, as written, and at the proper time each year.
These days shall be recalled and observed in every generation, by every family, in every
colony and every city; and these Purim days shall never pass from among the Yehudim,
nor their memory depart from their descendants.

Queen Esther, daughter of Avichail, wrote together with Mordechai the Yehudi, with
all the power [of their position] confirming this Purim letter a second time. Scrolls
were dispatched to all the Yehudim, to the one hundred and twenty-seven colonies of
Achashveros's kingdom; words of peace and truth. To maintain these Purim days at the
proper time, as was resolved and confirmed by Mordechai the Yehudi and Queen Esther,
and as they had resolved for themselves and their descendants; [commemorating] the
incidents of the fasts and their cries. On the basis of Esther's request, these Purim matters
were perpetuated, and inscribed in a scroll.
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CHAPTER 10

"King Achashverosh levied a tax on the land dwellers and the ocean is-

landers." (Esther 10:1)

After reading the story of the Megillah with bated breath, this verse about issu-
ing taxes always seems very mundane and out of place. Think about it: An evil
villain seeks to destroy a timeless people, a courageous heroine, willing to risk
her life for the sake of her nation... there's fear, trepidation, prayer...and taxes?!

In order to shed light on this strange statement, Let's take a look at another:
"Now it came to pass in the days of Achashverosh—he was Achashverosh..."

Our sages explain this odd repetition with the following words from the Talmud:
"That he (Achashverosh) remained wicked from the beginning to the end."

Here, the Talmud shares with us something so fundamental about Achash-
verosh: he is stagnant, complacent, and Lacks the desire to affect change within
himself.

According to Jewish tradition, one of the greatest hallmarks of what it means to
be human, can be found in our ability to effect change, to transform and evolve
ourselves into greater and more lofty beings. Adam, the very first human to
have been created, was named so for this very reason. Having been formed from
the ground, he was malleable, fertile, prepared for the endless possibilities of
what he might produce. Whereas our legacy lies in our ability to change and
grow, Achashverosh lay in his steadfast wickedness and in his stubbornness to
move beyond that which he always was.

And so, the Megillah simply ends just as it began: with a king ruling over his
people.

One might have assumed that over the course of seven years, years, which were
replete with countless opportunities for recognition of God and His miracles,
that Achashverosh would have moved forward or progressed in some way. And
yet, Achashverosh returns to tax collection, having never tapped into the un-
Limited gift that is the human potential.

This Purim, as we celebrate the miracle of our people, let us remember, per-
haps, the greatest miracle of all: the human ability to choose and to evolve, to
strive for heights and to never stop growing.
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King Achashverosh levied a tax on the land dwellers and the ocean islanders. ALl of his
mighty, powerful deeds, and the record of Mordechai's eminence as granted him by the
king; all of these are inscribed in the book of archives of the royalty of Media and Persia.
For Mordechai the Yehudi was second to King Achasverosh, great among the Yehudim,
esteemed by most of his brethren; he sought the welfare of his people, and was the
spokesman for the peace of his descendants.
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